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JUVENILE SUPPLEMENT 
PICTURE STORY BOOK 


Little Wonder Books Wonder Books 
Board- Flimsily put together. Each 25¢ 


Steiner, Charlotte- THE LITTLE TRAIN THAT SAVED THE DAY. When this was 
published in 1947 (by Duenewald Printing Corporation) the story was fresher than it 
seems today, when there's a glut of stories about little trains that help out the 
big ones. This is still better than most for pictures and text have a unity and there 
is real quality in drawing and reproductiom. (Publ.) 


Wilde, Irma- THE HIDE AND SEEK DUCK- A haphazardly worried six-some, Suzie, 
her Big Dog, her Little Dog and her three Cuddly Kittens, search frantically for their 
lost companion, the Fuzzy Little Duck- joyously find him quacking in the birdbath. 
Bright eyes, mews, barks, quacks and a cute Suzie make a peppy item. Oldstyle animal 
book technique of drawing and color reproduction in pictures by the author. (Publ.) 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


, Meyer, Ann Coward-McCann 
NIBBY $2.25 


Rather dull baby talk about an unwanted cocker puppy that capitalizes on 
the don't-you-love-me? trait of the breed. Nosey black, Nibby is the fifth dog in 
@ house in a town that allows no more than four per family. When the dog catcher 
comes along Nibby flees and escapes. The grocery boy, the policeman, an annoyed 
mother, all boot poor Nibby on his quest for nourishment and affection, until he is 
cowed and fearful and droopy. But the happenstance of a young Tommy on the spot is 
protector and prospective owner, removes the dog catcher from the necessity of doing 
his duty. Kurt Wiese has drawn a solid little pup whose round head and curly ears 
will evoke more sympathy than the story. Cloth. Firm stitching. (Publ.) 


Haywood, Carolyn Morrow 
THE MIXED-UP TWINS $2.50 


* As a switch from her wonderful ddie series, this is an equally success- 
ful twin story full of warmly expressed minutiae of daily living. Twins Ronald and 
Donald are visiting their grandmother in a small town. From the start, when 4 lov- 
ably mixed-up Vickie bumps into Donald, hunting for a lost kitten and so intent on 
his search that he ignores her repeated requests for his name, the incidents get pre- 
gressively funnier. When Ronald enter the picture, Vickie is so confused she has to 
call her new friends the "Onalds". After a summer of painting pictures and swimming 
and a winter of losing mittens and building snowmen, Vickie gets straightened out 
when the Onalds' hair is cut and Ronald's grows in curly. Exhibitive of the writer's 

@ knowledge of how four-year-olds think, act and orient themselves, and set down in 
their own language, this is a gem on the juvenile list. Her illustrations 1) ania 
round out the characterizations of the puzzled, joking: threesome. Cloth. 
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Little Golden Books Goldencraft-<te.O54 


Goldencraft cloth bindings - making them practical for public libraries- are 
now available in most of the better titles in the Little Golden Books. Samples re- 
minding us of this fact included the popular BIG BROWN BEAR by Georges Duplaix and 


THE LITTLE TRAPPER by Kathryn & Byron Jackson. (Publ.) 
EIGHT TO ELEVEN- FICTION 
Pellegrini & Cudahy 


Tousey, Sanford 
CUB SCOUT $2.00 

Tousey off beat in a contrived cub scout story designed to fill the gap in 
the scout picture. Walter's family moves from a city apartment to a country town, and 
almost at once this nine-year-old finds himself involved in the lures of being one of 
the pack. Every phase of first steps in scouting finds dramatization in Walter's sum- 
mer adventures. He rescues a cat from a well, he finds a market for a Confederate 
bill, he helps extinguish a fire, he takes part in a carnival, and he does his share 
in building a cabin in the woods. Comic book techniques and pretty crude in color- 
off register- add little to an item that should have been better. Cloth. (Publ. ) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN— NON-FICTION 
Morrow 


Bleeker, Sonia 
THE CHEROKEE $2.00 

Fourth in Sonia Bleeker's splendid series of tribal profiles of American 
Indians. Others have been on the Northwest Coast Indians, the Apache and the Iroquois 
and agein, we recommend that they not be overlooked as important steps to an inner under- 
standing of Indian ways. This book starts with the story of a runner panting his way 
from his home village to challenge the chiefs of another to a ball game. There follows 
the description of the orthodox invitation ceremony- anecdotal in tone and during the 
course of which the author brings two or three characters to life. The situation is 
used as a point of departure for several chapters on Cherokee customs- marriage arrange- 
ments, nature rites, hunting, the function of shamans, the ball game itself. Customs 
recounted, the way is paved for an easily presented history of the tribe, The great 
Sequoya, born in 1770, set Cherokee down as a written language; the days of John Ross, 
the first president of the Cherokee Nation, saw the forming of their own constitution 
modelled on ours, but by mid-nineteenth century, there were battles for independance 
tragically lost and a forced migration to the west. A solid volume and one that should 
hold the interest of the next age group as well. (8/6) 


TWELVE TO FIFTEEN- FICTION 


Rendina, Laura Cooper Little, Brown 
SUMMER FOR TWO $2.50 


Debbie (of ebbie Jones and Roommates) is growing up. Fresh out of junior 
year at boarding school, still interested in jalopy-mad Peter, Debbie decides to go on 
her own and earn some money at a Cape Cod resort hotel as a waitress. On the verge of 
leaving she gets word from Rachelle, her sophisticated roommate who had gone back home 
to Paris, that she is coming back. Could this have something to do with her Harvard 
brother, Phil's moodiness? She schemes a bit to bring them together during her summer 
of stacking dishes, jockeying to hold her own with the college crowd, getting into some 
financial entanglements. On the side there's a whirl of tennis matches, lemonades, 
two or three kisses in the moonlight, motherly advice, and the usual round of summer 
doings. Patterned emotions, predictable responses, but sure fire with the teen ager. 


(8/11) 
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@ kennel are rather new in juvenile literature. Illustrated by Edwin Megargee. (8/11) 
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Kelly, Regina Z. Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 
YOUNG GEOFFREY CHAUCER $3.00 


A book that serves a useful purpose in that young readers meet Geoffrey 
Chaucer in what is virtually story form, against a multi-patterned background of lth 
century England. There is a certain charm in the writing, in the colorful detail, but 
somehow there is a sense of opportunity lost. While holding reasonably closely to the 
known facts of young Chaucer's life,- his family background, his post as page and 
squire inthe court, his somewhat inglorious military career which gave him- as a gentle- 
man held for ransom - opportunity to pursue his chosen role as scholar and poet, his 
love for Philippa (their childhood link in imaginary but plausible) - the author fails 
to make her characters live. Possibly because she has prettied up a period when even 
the chivalric code could not conceal the grim realities below the surface, the tone of 
the story is almost too light hearted for credibility. Then too, there is too little 
of the sources even the young Chaucer tapped for the tales that made him immortal. 
We are given full measure, running over, of the life at court; little of the human 
drama that he used so richly. Limiting the story to the "young" Chaucer limits too 
the extension of interest to the reading of The Canterbury Tales themselves. A sug- 
gested list of further reading and an indication of sources might have given the book 
added value for permanent reading lists in schools. Despite these restrictions we 
feel the book is one to be noted for a special school and library market. Attractive 
format; the Warren Chappell decorative headings are charming, the full pages less 
successful. (Publ.) = 


Miers, Earl Schenck World 
MONKEY SHINES $2.50 


*A sudden change from writing mysteries (under a pen name) and vivid Civil 
War history (The General Who Marched to Hell ~ 1951) to a realistic and humorous ju- 
venile about a Little League ball team, hastn't seemed to bother Mr. Miers. In the 
small town of Northfield, Sleepy Jones and his friends, Turkey, Lover, Poke and the 
rest, mobilize quickly at the thought of competing in the Little League. Spiked by 
Sleepy, dreams( to the extent of getting a famous ex-outfielder as their coach- the 
sponsorship of Northfield's merchants- and a few hard won victories over rivals from 
nearby towns:) come true. But well being and awards aren't without some sweet bitter- 
ness. The coach has a questionable past; a prankster mascot monkey makes a laughing 
stock of Northfield; Sleepy has to overcome a terrific sense of athletic incompetancy; 
the team has to learn cooperation- the hard way. Definitely a needed kind of book 
for those boys like Sleepy who dream of roses or thrush songs in the same breath 
as a well caught fly, or to get thoroughly down in the dumps for having forgotten 
to clean their bedrooms. Paul Galdone's drawings are sophisticated comments on the 
boys and their doings, (Use also for Little League age group, 9 to 12.) (8/11) 


Tatham, Julie C. World 
THE MONGREL OF MERRYWAY FARM $2.50 


The Mongrel Rusty (part collie, part terrier), is a complication in the 
running of a Westchester County (N.Y.) kennel and canine hospital, until Sally, 
daughter of the house, persuades her parents to let her keep Rusty as a boarder until 
she proves an asset by way of precipitating the idea of a mongrel puppy business all 
its own. This new angle on the business helps pay off the mortgage, and the not too 
sentimentalized story of the combined efforts of the family and the dogs they raise 
conveys a warm sense of teamwork and accomplishment. The details of running the 
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Hart 


Reichler, Joe 
INSIDE THE MAJORS $2.95 





A series of personality sketches from Ted Williams to Eddie Stanky (with a 
few other well-knowns in between) written in build-up style by the baseball editor of 
the Associated Press. Photographs, portrait and an action shot of each player, are 
pitched to by a page or so of the usual facts about the man's life- how he made his 
break into the majors, how happy he is with his family, his batting average, what he 
likes to eat. Appendixed are tables of individual batting average records, winning 
teams from 1903 on, other odd baseball data. A gallery of glory for the fans, slight- 


ly garish but lively. (Publ.) 
FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


World 


Murphy, Bud 
WILD STALLION $2.50 
Arizona and a small ranch, the Circle Y, make a tumbleweed and canyon studded 
background for a better than average man versus horse tryst in that old familiar vein- 
the attempt to capture an elusvie, almost legendary wild horse leader. Young McCarthy 
and the grizzled half-Indian, Red Saunders are principal paragons of good among the 
plain talking, country combing cowboys hired by the Circle Y's new owner, Hudson- a 
rash dude from Chicago, to track down the fleet-as-the wind Palomino and his band of 
seven hundred mustangs. After some pretty dramatic skirmishes in the three-way battle, 
in which Hudson learns a few lessons, there's a final stampede trapping of the whole 
band in a box canyon. But the Palomino is mysteriously turned loose into the wilds 


where he belongs. Illustrated by William Moyers. (7/7) rs 
NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Sack, John Rinehart 
THE BUTCHER $3.50 


The account, previously written up in the Saturday Evening Post, of the ex- 

citingly dramatic expedition to climb Mt. Yerupaja in Peru's northern Andes, made by 
| six Harvard students in the summer of 1950. Sack went along as their reporter and 

writes with humor and vivacity of the journey south, the delayed stay in Lima while 
s they waited for provisions, and of David Harrah's and Jim Maxwell's final ascent of 
"The Butcher"- on a third and dangerously beclouded try from their precariously pitched 
High Camp. Carful descriptions of climbing techniques, of nearly fatal accidents- 
make this a mountaineer's primer as well as a thrill for the layman. (For full re- 


port, see p. 313.) (7/24) 


Martin, John World 
WORLD BOOK OF MODERN BALLET $6.00 


The story of the art from the time of Diaghileff's era-ending death in 1929. 
| Most of the book is devoted to ballet in America after Balanchine came to the U. S., - 
fa barbarian field, - just as Diaghileff had invaded Paris. The forming of companies, 
a critical survey of the ballet repertoire, closeups of important dancers and choreo- 
graphers- are chronicled by Mr. Martin who concludes that the day of international 
ballet is over and that ballet as reflecting art is proceeding to have a home base in 
our culture. Illustrated with photographs. (For full report, see p. 510.) (7/14) © { 





